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AMERICAN WOODEN SHIPBUILDING IN WORLD WAR ONE,
SHIPSLIST 22l - by N.L. McEsllar, BRRA Temeworth (Hﬁi}.

When to bring the American Merchant Marine up to what was
considered an appropriate level, existing steel yards were fully com-
mitted,gttention was naturally given to the possibility of using the
capacity of those yards which could build wooden ships. Three factors
influenced this decision - the availability of labour on the North
Atlantie Coast, the unlimited wood resources of the South Atlantic,
Gulf, and North Pacific Coasts, and the shipbuilding tradition of
Maine. It is sald that the latter weighed very heavily with the U.8.
President of the day, whose love for the wooden ships of this area
was. well known. '

. In considering the types of ships to be built, as well
as the yards to which contracts should be allocated, attention was
naturally paid to existing plans of old-established yards. The first
"~ design approved by the Emergency Fleet Corporation was known as the
HOUGH type, based on two vessels, C.A.SMITH and JOHANNA SMITH, built
by Kruse and Banks for the C.A.Smith Lumber Co., to replace two steel
hulls requisitioned by the E.F.C. (Incidentally, this yard completed
the first wooden ship for the E.F.C. -~ the NORTH BEND, in 1918.) The
plans were altered somewhat by the E.F.C. and following discussions
on the suitability of the iype, Theodore Ferris, a well known naval
architect, was commissioned to design what ultimately became the main
type, known as the FERRIS type. ‘ o

As the programme developed, it became necessary to auth-
orise shipyards to build vesseles of a type for which they were partic
Wlarly suited. Thus by the end of the programme, some 12 or 13 types
were authorised, apart from the barge types which were later inclu-—

. ded, .’ ’ - ) ' - S
N Thé programmeé ran into meny difficulties. The first was
that there were a number of yards which could provide adequate time
ber for hulls, but had no contacts with supplisrs of machinery, In
fact, this ﬂiffiaulty was the rock on which the programme ultimately
founﬁerad. After initial delays, it was found, as a complication,
that yards would have, for example, a surplus of timber sizes for
- beams, keelsons and so on, and no.timber suitabls for planking, In
the early stages, availability of timber influenced the allocation
of contracts. _ o )

By January 1918, the E.F.C. had been able to.arrange 65
contracts for complete ships, and 298 contracts for hulls for which
the E.F.C. undertook to find the engines, (Perhaps the foregoing woul
have been clearer had I written 'contracis for 65 complete ships and
for 298 hulls.') The provision of engines proved a greater difficul-
Lty thah was anticipated and in the long run, a number of hulls orig-
inally intended to be engined were completed as barges, either for
the E.F.C. or for private owners who purchassed the unfinished hulls
from the E.F.C. In the meantime, however, the position had been made
even more difficult by the allocation of still further contracts so
that at the time of ite maximum optimism, the E.F.C, planned to get
in the vicinity of a thousand ships under this programme. (See below
under 'STATISTICS' for some note on the difficulty of ascertaining
exact figures.) ' '

_ When the Armistice was 8igned, it had already become ap-
parent that the wooden ships would not play the important part which
had been envisaged for them in earlier planning. There followed much
re-negotiation of contracts, and widespregd cancellations, The ex-
tent of such cancellations will become apparent as the output of
each yard 18 considered, : ' '

: As steel ships became available in the imuediate post-
war period, the wooden ships were gradually placed in lay-up sites
and the E.F.C. commenced its affur%s to dispose of them. A number
were sold to American owners and continued to ply under the U.8, flag
for varying periods, However, in September 1922 a bulk deal was made
with G.D.Perry, of San Francisco, for the sale of 226 ships to the
Western larine & Salvage Co., for scrap, with the option of using a
limited number in the coastal tredes for short term contracts. (The
abbreviation WM&S for Western Marine & Salvage Co, is very frequently
used in the listing which follows.) Of the 226 ships in this deal,
211 were laid up at Clsremont, Va., 13 at Orange, Texas, and 2 at
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